OPINION

Healey draws a line against ICE
overreach

She is defending due process and public safety for immigrants and
non-immigrants alike.
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Governor Maura Healey recently filed legislation to protect the people of Massachusetts

from i ingly . and ilizing actions by federal immigration agents.

The legislation would prohibit warrantless civil arrests by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officers in courthouses; bar immigration enforcement actions in schools,
child-care centers, hospitals, health clinics, houses of worship, and courthouses; prevent
other states from deploying their National Guard into Massachusetts without
authorization; and allow parents to prearrange guardianship for their children in the

event of detention or deportation.

These protections reflect long-standing federal “sensitive locations” policies that existed
for decades — until they were abruptly eliminated last January by the Trump

administration.

Healey also issued an executive order that i

y prohibits civil arrests by ICE in
nonpublic areas of state buildings, bans the use of state property to stage immigration
enforcement operations, and blocks new 287(g) agreements that would deputize local or
state police to perform certain federal immigration enforcement functions on behalf of
ICE. The executive order also protects state resources from being used to support federal

immigration enforcement.

The governor, a former prosecutor, made clear that these actions are necessary for public
safety. She rejected the Trump administration’s false narrative that protecting civil
liberties undermines the rule of law. She made clear that the actions she is taking do not
interfere with law enforcement’s ability to pursue all criminals — no matter their legal
status — to keep communities safe, but will instead reinforce constitutional protections

and public trust.
She is right — and we appreciate the stance against ICE.
These measures don’t protect only immigrants; they protect all of us.

Immigration attorneys see firsthand the consequences when civil immigration
enforcement operates without clear limits. ICE civil arrests are not criminal arrests; they
do not require probable cause of a crime, a judicial warrant, or many of the procedural
safeguards the public often assumes exist. When these distinctions are blurred or
ignored, people are deterred from attending court hearings, seeking medical care,
reporting abuse, or sending their children to school — undermining both due process

and, in some cases, publi

safety for everyone. Clarifying the boundaries between federal
civil enforcement and state institutions is not about obstructing the law; it is about

ensuring that constitutional protections and access to justice remain intact.

‘What we are witnessing across the country is not targeted law enforcement — it is the
erosion of basic civil liberties. In the past year alone, dozens of immigrants have been

killed during enforcement actions.

More recently, two white US citizens were killed by federal agents in Minneapolis while
protesting or documenting federal immigration activity. That tragic reality reinforces a
lesson history has taught us repeatedly: When government power operates without

restraint, injustice does not stay contained, it spreads.

This is not the first time Americans have died while standing up for the human rights of

others. White abolitionists were beaten, imprisoned, and killed for opposing slavery
and resisting the Fugitive Slave Act — including in M

sachusetts. During the civil rights
era, white allies such as the Rev. James Reeb, a Unitarian minister from Boston, and
Viola Liuzzo, a mother of five, were murdered for defending Black Americans’ right to

vote. In both cases, their deaths shocked the nation — and helped move it toward justice.

Healey has taken an important and necessary step to draw a clear line in defense of our
communities. There is more to do, including prohibiting masked civil enforcement
actions and establishing community alert systems — such as real-time notifications when
ICE planes or large enforcement operations enter the Commonwealth — so communities,

schools, legal observers, and service providers can prepare and respond appropriately.

But no governor — no matter how committed — can protect our communities alone. In
recent weeks, Minnesotans have shown Americans what civic responsibility looks like
when government power reaches its limits. Ordinary residents organized mass protests,
economic boycotts, and rapid-response networks, to name a few, not waiting for
permission or instruction from the government or anyone else but acting out of moral
obligation. People stood together to defend their communities. That is the lesson

Massachusetts must now embrace.

The measure of who we are as a Commonwealth will not be defined only by what our

leaders sign — but also by what we the people refuse to accept.



